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Greetings Brothers and Sisters 

I applaud each of you for the dedicated service that you have provided for postal customers 

across our great state of Iowa during this pandemic crisis. This is not the first time that postal 

employees have risen to the task in the face of unusual, or predictable challenges. We were there 

working during, and after 9/11, including the Anthrax scare that followed. Here in Iowa we 

delivered through a mailbox pipe bomb scare, where our customers were told to leave their 

mailboxes open, and we closed them after delivery. We work through blizzards, subzero 

temperatures, rain, wind, threats of severe weather, like tornadoes. Across the nation letter 

carriers are a daily presence, during a time of uncertainty, that sends a message of normalcy 

every day. The U.S. Senate Democrats feel that “Gratitude” is not enough for essential workers. 

They have introduced the “Heroes Fund” for workers like you, that would bring an additional $13 

an hour, and up to $25,000 a year, for your efforts, going back to the beginning of our pandemic. 

Will you get that? I would quote Yogi Berra, Hall of Fame catcher for the Yankees concerning that, 

“ I never make predictions, especially about the future”. 

Throughout this crisis, your National Union has sent out a plethora of information to keep you 

safe while you carry out your daily routines. Pay attention to their recommendations concerning 

washing, protective gear, and social distancing, as we battle this. Do what it takes to complete 

your duties as safely as possible. Remember, “Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” Matthew 6:34. Take each day as it 

comes. Support each other. Understand that everyone is under stress. Whether it is daycare 

concerns, home schooling, or keeping adequate home supplies available, we all have issues 

outside of work too. I have been helping to home school my granddaughter during the school 

closings. I have developed a new respect for our teachers. I love my grandchildren deeply, but 

revisiting math, algebra, Latin, etc. puts pressure on me to make sure I am providing adequately 

for their studies. 
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The Iowa State Association of Letter Carriers Executive Board, has endorsed Democratic 

candidate for U.S. Senate, Theresa Greenfield, in the Iowa Primary. Theresa has a strong 

understanding of union workers, and protecting our bargaining, social security, and retirement. 

Also, worth noting is changes in voting in the June 2nd Primary. Iowa has extended their absentee 

voting period to open on April 23, and absentee ballot request forms will be sent to all active 

registered voters for the June 2nd election! 

If this works as smoothly as we have predicted, we could be looking at permanent voting changes 

in Iowa. Next month we will announce the Joseph Miller Scholarship winner. Everyone stay safe, 

and healthy. Love you all, and God Bless! 

 
In Solidarity, 
 
Herb Copley, President 
Iowa State Association of Letter Carriers, AFL-CIO 
www.iowalettercarriers.org 
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