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Greetings Brothers and Sisters. 

I started off February this year watching the Bill Murray movie Groundhog Day. Murray's 
character is a television meteorologist sent to cover Punxsutawney Phil's annual prediction of 
whether we have 6 more weeks of winter, or if spring is coming. In the movie Murray's character, 
Phil Connors, relives Groundhog Day over, and over, and over. As the movie advances, Phil is able 
to turn his bad decisions into good decisions, and his character's personality goes from jerk to 
hero. If the screenplay had been written for Letter Carriers, we would be reliving a political push 
to get Postal Legislation passed to end the pre-funding of future retiree health benefits. The pre-
funding that has crippled the Postal Services finances for the past 14 years. Ironically, our 
dilemma is reality as we have already begun to “relive” our political push with the 117th Congress. 
Two pieces of legislation have been introduced. HR 695 The USPS Fairness Act in the U.S. House, 
and its sister version in the Senate S 145. As of February 9th, HR 695 has 231 co-sponsors. Iowa is 
currently represented on the bill with Representatives Axne (District 3), and Miller-Meeks 
(District 2) both having signed on 02/02/2021. I would request our members in these Districts to 
reach out and express your appreciation for their support. I would also urge members in the 1st, 
and 4th Districts to contact their Representatives and ask them to sign on. We all need to contact 
Senators Grassley, and Ernst for support in the Senate where Iowa has not received any support 
on Postal Legislation for many years. Making a short phone call can easily protect the future of 
your job. 

After watching Groundhog Day I was curious about statistics surrounding decision making, so I 
did a little research. I found that in an average day an individual can make 35,000 decisions. 
Granted, most of those are not life changing, but could be if you use your imagination. The main 
character Phil Connors was able to change any previous decision he made and change the 
outcome. Wouldn't that be nice? We make decisions everyday of our lives. As the saying goes, 
one bad decision can ruin your life forever, or one good decision can redeem your life forever. 
Rejoicing or regret comes with each decision we make. If we are smart, we can learn from the 
past, which gives us hope for the future. However, if we get distracted from our goals it is very 
easy to drift down the wrong path and relive our political dilemma indefinitely. Let's use a little 
wisdom so that we stay focused on the right path that will lead us to our goal. Do me a favor. 
Listen, and follow your leaders concerning Postal Legislation. They are all looking out for you.  
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These leaders are the Branch Officers that you see every day on the workroom floor that protect 
your rights and enforce our Joint Agreement. They are your State Officers, and Region 5's NBA 
and staff that develop and train our members on how to protect your rights and work the political 
front in Iowa. And they are your National Officers that negotiate our National Agreement and 
walk the Halls of Congress monitoring and reporting on Legislation that effects our jobs.  Let's get 
the pre-funding stopped and move on to greener pastures. Choose to make a good decision that 
can change your life. I have faith that this is the year we get it done. Stay safe, and God Bless. 

 
Yours In Solidarity, 
 
Herb Copley, President 
Iowa State Association of Letter Carriers, AFL-CIO 
www.iowalettercarriers.org 
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