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Greetings Brothers and Sisters. 

Recently as I recover from what I hope is my last surgery, I have had the opportunity to read 

several books (when I am not on a Zoom Meeting, or Tel-Health visit). Every book has a beginning, 

a middle, and an end. By coincidence I heard the same criteria recently in relation to our lives. 

 

Those of you reading this are definitely in the middle of your own personal story and moving 

toward the end. The speed with which you approach that end is dependent on your actions, 

beliefs, goals, and the cast of characters you've included in your story. 

 

We tend to surround ourselves with friends, and acquaintances. By definition, a friend would be 

considered as, “A person one knows, likes, and trusts”. On the other hand, an acquaintance is, 

“A person one knows slightly, but who is not a close friend”. Acquaintances are necessary in our 

lives but given a choice I prefer friends. So here is where advice comes into the picture. 

 

All of our members need to look at what the future could bring if they do not take action. The 

time is at hand for every member to “Lead, Follow, Or Get Out of The Way”. Legislatively we are 

poised to stop the prefunding mandate that has crippled the USPS for over a decade. H.R. 695, 

The USPS Fairness Act, currently has 247 cosponsors in the U.S. House Of Representatives as I 

write this article. If you are in District 1 or 4, you need to contact your Representative and ask 

them to add their signature. Last session it passed the House with 309 cosponsors but was never 

brought to the Senate floor. Let's see if you can figure out who your friends are. 
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I heard a song by the Eagles while I was preparing this article. My moods have always influenced 

what music I listen to. In my younger days I had the opportunity to attend many concerts, and 

later I did concert security for seven years on the side while working for the USPS. Part of the 

song's lyrics go like this: 
 

You know I've always been a dreamer (spent my life running round) 
And it's so hard to change 
Can't seem to settle down 
But the dreams I've seen lately 
Keep on turning out and burning out and turning out the same 
So put me on a highway 
show me a sign 
Take it to the limit, One more time 

 

When asked to comment on the meaning of the song, Randy Meisner (author) said, “The line 

'take it to the limit' was to keep trying before you reach a point in your life where you feel you've 

done everything and seen everything, sort of feeling, you know, part of getting old. And just to 

take it to the limit one more time”. 

 

So, keep trying. Set some goals. Look to the future. Let's take it to the limit one more 

time.....together!  Stay safe, healthy, and God Bless! 

 

In Solidarity, 
 
Herb Copley, President 
Iowa State Association of Letter Carriers, AFL-CIO 
www.iowalettercarriers.org  


