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Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 
 
We start out 2022 saying goodbye to our retiring Region 5 National Business Agent Mike Birkett, and 
welcoming our newly appointed NBA, Dave Teegarden. Dave has been an RAA for our Region many 
years and brings his experience and dedication to his new position. We congratulate Dave on this 
appointment, and look forward to working with, and supporting him as we continue to teach, train, 
and protect our members together. 
 
This is also the time that we optimistically look to Congress for the passage of our long-awaited Postal 
Reform Legislation. There is a strong possibility that we could actually see our legislation pass in the 
next couple of months. This is the time that I would remind our members to show leadership. As I 
have requested in the past, show respect for one another by controlling your anger, and your tongue.  
Communication with your elected officials is a priority. Learn the issues and understand the 
legislation we support. If you do not understand it, feel free to reach out to me for clarification. 
 
I am receiving applications for the Joseph Miller Scholarship. If you do not have an application for this 
$1000 Scholarship, go to our website and print it off. We are also set for Spring Training May 1st — 
May 3rd, at the Adventureland Inn, in Altoona. Registration has been set at $100, and includes training 
and materials, breakfast Monday, and Tuesday, lunch on Monday and break refreshments. Again, go 
to the website for the registration information, and phone numbers to make hotel reservations. Fall 
Training will be held in Coralville October 23rd — 25th.  Room reservation information is also on the 
website, and registration cost will be posted shortly. 
 
Personally speaking, I am happy to be leaving 2021 behind me. December will be a month not easily 
forgotten. Our 10-month-old, 65-pound Yellow Lab, head butted my wife and broke her nose, (She 
explained to emergency room staff that our “puppy” broke her nose, which got some strange 
reactions).  She had surgery the week before Christmas. The week after Christmas I got sick, and on 
New Year’s Eve tested positive for Covid. So, I look forward to 2022, as I “forget”, about yesterday, 
live for today, and not worry about tomorrow. Because each day has enough worry of its own. 
 
Stay safe, and God Bless. 
 
In Solidarity, 
 
Herb Copley, President 
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