May 2019 Business Agent’s Report NALC

Flooding — The NALC is seeking help in identifying letter carriers who have been impacted by
the recent/current flooding across Region 5. If you know of anyone or were personally
affected, please call this office at 314.985.8040. Members negatively affected should complete
the Disaster Relief Grant form which can be found at: https://www.nalc.org/community-
service/body/2019-NALC-Disaster-Foundation-Grant-Form-1.pdf We are currently aware of
almost two dozen carriers who have been negatively impacted.

Mode of Delivery — The NALC has become aware of a concerted effort by the Postal Service of
soliciting customers to change their mode of delivery to cluster boxes or centralized delivery.
Letter Carriers who have the NALC Member App were recently alerted concerning this issue
and informed of their rights and customer rights. This information can be found at:
https://www.nalc.org/news/nalc-updates/customer-and-employee-rights-when-usps-solicits-
customers-to-change-the-mode-of-mail-delivery If this is occurring on your route or in your
office, please call us at the Region 5 office so that we can assist.

Route Inspections — Branches scheduled for route inspections this spring who have not
contacted this office about training, should do so immediately. Region 5 has trained a number
of leaders around the Region who are conducting route inspection training whenever/wherever
needed. The Service is in the middle of the Spring Inspection schedule and as | write this article
and the number of sites to be inspected is growing. If you need any route protection booklets,
please call the office so we can ship them to you.

Leadership Meeting — At a recent meeting facilitated by NALC VP Lew Drass & Alan Moore,
Manager of Labor Relations Policies and Programs, Area Labor Managers, National Business
Agents, and Regional Administrative Assistants discussed issues concerning grievances and
ways to improve the grievance procedure. The postal service is quite upset about escalating
grievance remedies and spoke at nausea on this issue. The NALC response was simple, “Stop
violating the contract.”

Collection Boxes — A national review of collection boxes has/will run through the end of April.
Prior to implementing changes, local management is supposed to discuss any impact with letter
carriers involved. If you have questions, please call this office.

Sunday Priority — On February 24", the Postal Service discontinued the delivery of Priority Mail
packages from their hub locations. This does not impact the Sunday delivery of Amazon
packages.
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Automation News — The Postal Service is investigating the possibility of using autonomous
delivery vehicle technology. Specifically, they are looking for information on: Light Detection
and Ranging (LIDAR); Cameras; Ultrasonic Sensors; Radar Sensors; and Industry Specialists
willing to test and integrate autonomous vehicles into the delivery environment.

Food Drive — With just days to go before the “Stamp out Hunger” food drive on May 11, final
preparations underway, volunteer organizing finalized, the media frenzy beginning, step back
and take a deep breath and take a look at what you’ve accomplished. You are part of the
largest one-day food drive in the world. You selflessly take on extra work in support of your
community and those that need help. You supply food shelters across this country which
allows them to feed the needy throughout the summer. While you may not hear it from your
immediate supervisor...THANK YOU!

Michael J. Birkett
National Business Agent
NALC Region 5 (St. Louis)
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