lowa State Association of Letter Carriers

President’s Report
March 2020

Greetings Brothers and Sisters

We recently held a Region 5, State Chair teleconference to discuss the current Coronavirus outbreak, also
known as Covid-19, in the United States, with NBA Mike Birkett. Due to concerns about the safety of our
members, NALC Headquarters in Washington D.C., has requested that we cancel all State Meetings, and
Trainings until further notice. So, it has been decided to cancel the Spring Training, which was scheduled for
May 3™ through May 5™, at Adventureland Inn, in Altoona. Our next scheduled training is our Fall Training in
Coralville, October 18™ through October 20™" at the Radisson.

If you go to the lowa State Association of Letter Carriers website, there is an article up from Manny Peralta,
Director of Safety and Health, with a link to information on the Coronavirus. Please take the time to check it
out! The whole idea behind the cancellations, and tips on avoiding exposure, is to keep all of our members
safe, and healthy. Our country presently has government agencies, and the private sector working together
to contain the exposure to the Covid-19 in an attempt to stop the spread. Work smart, follow instructions,
and don't take chances. Your union, and the USPS are not the only organizations canceling events to protect
their members. The NBA, MLB, NHL and the NCAA are taking extreme measures to protect the public.

On March 13%™, | was scheduled to present a program on Vote At Home, with Tom Kinn, the ISALC District 1
LCCL, and Kimberly Karol, APWU lowa State Chair, at the lowa County Auditors Convention in Des Moines. It
was postponed until their Summer Convention in July also because of the Coronavirus concern. However, we
did have the opportunity to present the program at the lowa Federation of Labor Legislative Conference the
previous week. There has also been interest in an all absentee ballot voting, in lowa's June primary, by Senator
Joe Bolkcom, out of Johnston County. The Senator recognizes the advantages of securing a safe election for
the June Primary, and for the November election, by using 100% absentee ballots. Sometimes it takes
extraordinary events to make individuals use common sense.

A good quote from Calvin Coolidge seems appropriate to look at, “Nothing in this world can take the place of
persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with talent. Genius will not;
unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence
and determination alone are omnipotent. The slogan Press On! Has solved and always will solve the problems
of the human race.” Just remember, tough times don't last. Tough people do.

Be Smart, stay safe, and healthy. God Bless.
In Solidarity,
Herb Copley, President
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