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Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

This month will be the National Convention in Chicago. We have not gathered together 
since 2018 in Detroit, and everyone is definitely looking forward to getting back to some 
sort of normalcy. There will be a lot of business to conduct at convention, but there will 
also be the opportunity to touch base with friends from Region 5, and across the nation 
that we have worked with over the years. It will be interesting to see what our legislative 
focus will be now that the Postal Reform has been signed into law. 
 
I heard a familiar song this week by Canned Heat, called Let’s Work Together. It starts 
off with the lyrics “Together we stand, divided we fall, come on now people let’s get on 
the ball, and work together”. For me it is a great reminder of how a union like ours 
works. We have stressed repeatedly that our strength comes from unity. So, in the future, 
every time you hear this song, reflect on how you have worked not only to strengthen 
our union, but used your knowledge, and ability to strengthen our brother and sister 
unions as well. Working together is not unique to our union. 
 
This past month I have had the opportunity to work with members of the IDPS Retired 
State Peace Officers. This organization’s retirees are having the same issue as our retired 
Civil Service members. Money that was earned for Social Security is only paid at the 
rate of 40%. So, if your earnings should reflect a monthly check of $1000, the payout is 
$400 per month. Currently H.R.82, Social Security Fairness Act, has 294 cosponsors in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, with all of Iowa’s Representatives signed on. The 
sister bill in the Senate S 1302 currently has 40 cosponsors, with neither Grassley, nor 
Ernst signed on. The joint goal of our groups is to get our Senators to cosponsor, or let 
us know their stance, so that we can address any issues they have. If anyone has 
suggestions concerning other organizations that could join this effort, please let me 
know. Take care, and God Bless. 
 
In Solidarity, 
 
Herb Copley, President 
Iowa State Association of Letter Carriers, AFL-CIO 
www.iowalettercarriers.org 


