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Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 
 
I had the opportunity to attend the Iowa Federation of Labor Legislative Conference in Des 
Moines on February 27th, and 28th. We usually start off the day with presentations about 
legislation that has been introduced at the Capitol, discuss whether labor supports or opposes it, 
and then we board buses and go lobby at the State House. This year one of the prioritized bills 
was SF 167 in the Senate, and HSB 134 in the House, which would rollback Child Labor Law that 
had been in place for decades. The changes proposed actually would allow Iowa's youth, from 
age 14 to 17 to work longer shifts while school is in session and allow them to serve alcohol 
(including bartending) at age 16, and make them eligible to work in logging, mining, and meat 
packing. It also would relieve employers from liability in case of injury, or death to these children 
from work accidents. So about 150 labor leaders did an informational rally on the first floor, with 
speeches, signs, and chants of “our kids are not for sale”, followed by a procession to deliver a 
letter to Amy Sinclair, President of the Iowa Senate, and House Speaker, Pat Grassley. Neither 
came out to accept the letter. It was a peaceful and informative event. That was Monday 
afternoon. Tuesday morning the House Republicans introduced House Rule 25 that now makes 
demonstrations illegal on the 2nd floor of the Capitol. Evidently Freedom of Speech is on the 
agenda at the Golden Dome if your opinion differs with the majority. As I said last month, stay 
informed on what legislation is being pushed through the Iowa Capitol! 

I have made arrangements to have Fall Training at Prairie Meadows. The dates will be Sunday 
October 15th- Tuesday 17th. Rooms will be $119, plus tax etc., and registration information will 
be on the Iowa State Association website once I receive the code for booking rooms. Also, make 
sure you have returned your registration for State Convention, and have your rooms booked. The 
host branch needs a number to finish their planning, and we need a headcount to provide 
everything needed for our business session, and set up for training, and materials. You do not 
want to miss this convention! My next article should be filled with positive info from the Region 
5 Rap Session.  
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