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Region 5 just recently completed the Missouri State Training and lowa and Nebraska Fall Training. We had
great attendance at each event and the attendees received training on a number of topics pertinent at this
time across the region. It was good to see all of you out in the field and attend these events. Hope we see all
of you at the National Rap Session in New Orleans here in a few weeks.

Rate Changes

The Postal Service filed notice with the Postal Regulatory Commission (PRC) regarding price changes to
mailing services. The price changes have been approved by the Governors of the Postal Service and will
take effect January 21, 2024, if favorably reviewed by the PRC.

The proposed adjustment would raise mailing services product prices approximately 2

percent, including a 2-cent increase in the price of First-Class Forever stamps from 66 cents to 68 cents
while metered mail would change from 63 cents to 64 cents. The Postal Service is also seeking price
adjustments for Special Services products including Certified Mail, Post Office Box rental fees, money order
fees and the cost to purchase insurance when mailing an item.

Mobile Delivery Devices

Several updates have been made to MDD-TR to enhance the functionality of the devices. Among these
enhancements that we have requested additional information on:

e Force Vehicle Return Mileage Entry Before ET
e EIN Validation
e Certified Mail in DPS

Additionally, the Arrow Key Management Process detailed in the notification allows carriers to

receive Arrow Keys without the exchange of a numbered key check or signature. This feature is in conflict
with the provisions of the M-41 section 261.2. Local representatives are advised to investigate and address
any steps in this process that is in conflict with existing handbook or manual provisions through the
grievance process.

Social Media Policy

the Postal Service will be disseminating a Service Talk to all employees assigned to Retail and Delivery on
the social media policy. USPS has enclosed the Service Talk, Know the Rules: Social Media Policy
Reminder for review. The NALC has issues with a recommendation that employees note in their personal
account profiles a disclaimer, and that they should not post while on the clock including selfies in the PO,
vehicles, and workplace areas. The NALC is seeking clarification on portions of this policy and updates will
be provided. Please be reminded that you cannot be required to sign forms that do not have an associated
PS Form # on them and if asked to by management you should consult a steward before doing so.



Region 5 Rap Session 2024

****The Region 5 Rap Session Reservation Link is Open!!**** hitps://book.passkey.com/e/50680344

The Region 5 Rap session will be held February 2-4 at the Downtown Marriott Kansas City MO. The hotel is
located in the heart of the Power and Light District in KCMO. Room rates will be the prevailing government
rate which currently stands at about $125.00 a night. The Power and Light District has shopping,
restaurants, bars, music venues and so much more. We also plan to bring back the NBA dinner on Saturday
night. The NALC has committed to 180 rooms each night so please make your reservations with our NALC
block when we pass on the information to the branches. You can also expect an even bigger selection of
training courses on Saturday and a Rap Session on Sunday. Please use the link below to make your
reservations for rooms early for this event. Rooms are available for Thursday, Friday, and Saturday night at
our group rate. We look forward to seeing all of you there.

Make reservations here: htips://book.passkey.com/e/50680344

Penalty Exclusion Period-

The penalty exclusion period for calendar year 2023 as referenced in Article 8, Sections 4 and 5 will begin
Pay Period 26-2023 Week 1 (December 2, 2023) and end Pay Period 01-2024 Week 2 (December 29,
2023).
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