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Greetings Brothers and Sisters,

So, we are ready to say goodbye to 2024, and hello to 2025. It has been an interesting year for our union
including actions to remove our National President, voting on approving a tentative contract agreement, or
sending it to arbitration, trying to switch our health insurance to a new Postal Plan, and playing the waiting
game to see if the Social Security Fairness Act will reach the finish line by passing the Senate before the end
of session. The past month most of my time has been spent talking to the staff of our Members of Congress
to get the Social Security Fairness Act passed. My phone was active in October calling labor friendly
households in Wisconsin to get our choice of federal candidates elected. Here in lowa, we continue to look
for support for the University of lowa Labor Center, which every union in lowa turns to for help educating
their members, but those that run the State of lowa would like to see closed down. You can help by
considering an organizational donation from your local union or reaching out to individuals or labor-adjacent
businesses that might also consider a donation. Here’s the link to the fundraising page...

https://goldrush.uiowa.edu/protecting-and-empowering-iowa-s-workers-through-education

It would also be helpful if you would share and like their social media appeals and add comments about why
this is a great program.

One thing | would like to encourage everyone to do going into the new year is to attempt to be thankful for
all you have. Think about all the things in life that you experience and enjoy every day, and you don’t give
them a second thought. If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, you are more blessed
than one million people who will not survive this week. If you’ve never experienced the danger of battle, the
loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the pains of starvation, you are better off than 500
million worldwide. If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over your head and a
place to sleep, you are richer than 75% of the world. If you have money in the bank, or your wallet, you are
among the top 8% of the wealthiest people in the world. We really should give thanks in all things. As the
song goes, “You can’t always get what you want.... but you'll find you get what you need”.

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and God Bless!

In Solidarity,

Herb Copley, President
lowa State Association of Letter Carriers, AFL-CIO
www.iowalettercarriers.org
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